Playboy Enterprises vs. Frena(1993)
Frena, an electronic bulletin board operator, had violated Playboy's copyright when one of their photographs was digitized and placed on the bulletin board system by one subscriber and downloaded by another subscriber. According to the decision of Florida Northern District Court, "it does not matter that Defendant Frena may have been unaware of the copyright infringement. Intent to infringe is not needed to find copyright infringement. Intent or knowledge is not an element of infringement, and thus even an innocent infringer is liable for infringement."
Register.com vs. Verio (2000)
Verio extracted information from the publicly available Register.com WHOIS database for use in telemarketing. In response, Register.com sued Verio and New York Southern District Court ordered Verio to stop using customer contact information acquired through the database for mass marketing purposes. At issue here are limits on access to and use of personal information on publicly available online databases.
A & M Records vs. Napster (2001)
As peer to peer file sharing increased, Napster started a website. This website offered downloads of songs of all genrenew and old. Napster closed the site in 2002 after paying $26M. Several websites still thrive on offering free music to people who can download it at no cost.
Authors Guild et al vs. Google (2005)
In 2002 
Ease of modification
•very easy to change and move information including moving resources (changing servers) or changing content (like the text on a web page)
•easy for information to change or be updated (which means that things aren't always in the same place, and that you can't always be sure that a web page will have the same content it had when you first looked at it). 
Challenges of the digital environment

Ease of distribution
"It is easy to copy and share digital information. Networks were created to share information, which makes it easy to copy and paste from a web page, and to share files. In most cases, the sharing of files involves the creation of copies. Even common tasks such as sending email and browsing the web involve the creation of copies." 
What can be digitized/go online?
Copyright-protected works where permission from copyright holder has been obtained, or the work is in the public domain (i.e. copyright on the material has expired), or there must be a special legal exemption allowing digitization and making it available online without permission of the copyright holder. (in the US, it may apply to libraries and archives with respect to some out-of-print copyrighted books published between 1923 and 1936. In some other countries, it might apply to books known as "orphan works".)
What is public domain?
Public domain information is "publicly accessible information, the use of which does not infringe any legal right, or any obligation of confidentiality. It thus refers to the realm of all works or objects of related rights, which can be exploited by everybody without any authorization." Includes any official text of a legislative, administrative or legal nature, works of government, government-held records, public or official records. 
